	Awtorita' Maltija dwar l-iStandards
 It-Tieni Sular, Binja Evans 
Triq Merkanti 
Valletta VLT 1179 
Malta
Tel: (+356) 21 242 420 
Fax: (+356) 21 242 406 
Email: info@msa.org.mt 
URL: www.msa.org.mt 
Reg. No.: MT 1515-0502

Chairman: Ing. Francis E. Farrugia
	[image: image1.jpg]MiiA

MALTA STANDARDS AUTHORITY




	Malta Standards Authority
Second Floor, Evans Building
Merchants Street
Valletta VLT 1179
Malta

	
	
	
	[image: image2.jpg]Bal

QY
) &
L‘(b/sﬁ‘?i





	
	
	
	Certificate No.
FS 80769
MSA EN ISO 9001:2000


A consultation document on the Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on machinery for pesticide application, amending Directive 2006/42/EC of 17 May 2006 on machinery 
	Background

	The use of pesticides is recognised as posing threats both to human health and the environment.  The Commission has adopted a strategy referred to as ‘A Thematic Strategy on the Sustainable Use of Pesticides’ which aims at reducing the risks to human health and the environment from pesticides.  This strategy sets out five main objectives:

i. To minimise risks to health and the environment from the use of pesticides

ii. To improve controls on the use and distribution of pesticides

iii. To substitute the most dangerous pesticides with safer alternatives.

iv. To encourage low-input or pesticide-free cultivation

v. To establish a transparent system for reporting and monitoring progress

Furthermore, the Commission has proposed a ‘Framework Directive’ which establishes a framework for Community action to achieve a sustainable use of pesticides.

Regarding the objective mentioned first in the list, and in particular pesticide application equipment, the proposed Framework Directive introduces requirements for Member States to set up a system for the regular maintenance and inspection of equipment in use in order to reduce adverse impacts of pesticides on human health and on the environment.  However, in order to complete the legislative measures relating to the equipment, complementary measures are needed to establish the environmental protection requirements to be fulfilled by new pesticide application equipment before it is placed on the market and put into service. 

Well designed, constructed and maintained machinery for pesticide application plays a significant role in reducing the adverse impacts of pesticides on human health, in particular on the operators of machinery and on the environment.


	Objectives of proposal

	· To ensure that new machinery for pesticide application does not endanger the environment unnecessarily.  
· Introduce supplementary essential environmental protection requirements that must be fulfilled by new machinery for pesticide application before it is placed on the market and/or put into service in the Community.
· Regarding pesticide application equipment already in professional use, the Framework Directive introduces requirements for the inspection and maintenance to be carried out on such equipment.

· The essential environmental protection requirements for the design and construction of new machinery for pesticide application should be included in the Machinery Directive 2006/42/EC in order to ensure consistency with the Framework Directive.




	Potential Impacts

	· Average production costs for manufacturers of machinery for pesticide application equipment could rise due to EU-wide harmonisation which will generally raise standards for new machinery with respect to environmental protection.  

· The possible cost increase would be unevenly distributed, since many manufacturers already provide machinery that is at a satisfactory level in order to comply with regulations or certification schemes.

· The cost that may be incurred by those manufacturers who would have to raise their product standards significantly will probably be transferred to users, in so far as the market conditions allow via increased prices.

· Sprayers that comply with the new environmental protection requirements are likely to consume less pesticide and reduce losses of pesticide during mixing, loading, spraying and cleaning operations.  The resulting average annual reduction of pesticide use is difficult to estimate, however it will certainly lead to savings for users which are likely to compensate the possible increase in prices for some spraying equipment.

· On the other hand, the reduced use of pesticides can lead to losses in turnover for pesticide industry which could lead to job losses.

· In the long run it is expected that introducing environmental protection requirements for new machinery for pesticides application will have positive impacts on human health and the environment via the expected decrease in exposure to pesticides and the reduction of adverse effects on human health and the environment due to such exposure. 

· The setting up of a monitoring and servicing system might increase the expenses to the farmer. 




	Deadlines

	Closing date for comments is Friday 10th October 2008


	Contact Details

	Should more information be required kindly contact the Regulatory Affairs Directorate of the Malta Standards Authority by post or e-mail:
Email: tristan.camilleri@msa.org.mt                  
cathrynxuereb@msa.org.mt. 
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