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Information Document on Commission Directive 2006/42/EC of 17 May 2006 on machinery
Scope

Commission Directive 2006/42/EC relating to machinery, provides a revision of the Commission Directive 98/37/EC. 
Both Commission Directives have the intent of providing a regulatory basis for the harmonisation of the essential health and safety requirements for machinery at European Union level. Essentially the two directives perform a dual function, not only promote the free movement of machinery within the Single Market, but also guarantee a high level of protection to EU workers and citizens. Being "New Approach" Directives, they promote harmonisation through a combination of mandatory health and safety requirements and voluntary harmonised standards. Such directives apply only to products which are intended to be placed (or put into service) on the EU market for the first time.

The revised Machinery Directive 2006/42/EC does not introduce any radical changes compared with the current Machinery Directive 98/37/EC but aims to consolidates the achievements of the Machinery Directive in terms of free circulation and safety of machinery while improving its application.

Key additions of Revision
Commission Directive 2006/42/EC extends the present scope of Directive 98/37/EC to

1) Portable cartridge operated devices, such as fixing tools, stunning pistols, marking guns etc., where the cartridge is not direct-acting and which are designed for industrial or technical purposes only.  Appliances in which the cartridge is direct-acting are considered as firearms and remain outside the scope of the Machinery Directive; 

2) Construction site hoists intended for lifting persons or persons and goods; and 

3) Devices for lifting of persons with reduced mobility.   

4) Incomplete machinery 
The revised machinery directive also clarifies the relationship between the Low Voltage Directive (73/23/EEC) and the Machinery Directive to avoid the danger of overlapping.  

The revision includes additions to the essential requirements like more thorough requirements on ergonomics, noise measurement and vibration, and more stringent requirements for the fixings on fixed guards. In future the fixings for fixed guards will either have to stay attached to the machine when the guard is taken off, or stay attached to the guard. 

Furthermore, additions to the list of machines for which more stringent conformity assessment is to be applied are also present in the reviewed directive. 

The Directive also entails the addition of a full quality assurance procedure to the present possibilities for conformity assessment.  This will enable a manufacturer to establish a quality assurance system rather than submit every new machinery for an EC type-examination by a notified body.
Another subtle difference between the old and new Directive that will affect machine importers is that 2006/42/EC requires that the technical documentation file and a copy of the Declaration of Conformity is kept in the European Economic Area by the “authorized representative of the manufacturer”. This brings the Machinery Directive into line with other CE Directives which already require this.

Transitional periods
The revised machinery Directive 2006/42/EC comes into force on the 29th December 2009.  In general, there is not transition period in which the current Commission Directive 98/37/EC and the revised Commission Directive 2006/42/EC are both applicable.  
Until the 29th December 2009, all stakeholders concerned will be able to take the necessary steps to ensure a smooth transition from the current Directive to the new Directive.

Further information regards transitional and adoption periods, may be found at:

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/mechan_equipment/machinery/faq2006-42-ec.pdf
The Commission’s website on mechanical equipment may be found at:

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/mechan_equipment/machinery/index.htm
Your comments on the attached Regulations are invited.  Note that this information document does not seek your views on the directive itself but on the proposed regulations for implementing it.

Should more information be required kindly contact the Consumer and Industrial Goods Directorate, Malta Standards Authority by post or e-mail:
tristan.camilleri@msa.org.mt; franklin.balzan@msa.org.mt; or joseph.micallef@msa.org.mt. 
Closing date for comments is 12th October 2007.
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