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An “initial” consultation document on proposed regulations on the 

Inspection of Lifts, Machinery and Pressure Systems

	Key points of proposed legislation
	The proposed regulations entitled ‘Inspection of Lifts, Machinery and Pressure Systems Regulations, 2005’ is the joint effort of three main “regulators” in Malta, i.e. the Malta Standards Authority, the Occupational Health and Safety Authority and the Malta Resources Authority, and apply to:

	· New and existing lifts, machinery and pressure systems used in a workplace;

· New and existing lifts, LPG installations and specified machinery installed in a domestic residence or condominium;

The requirements of these regulations shall apply to new lifts, machinery and pressure systems as from the date of publication of the regulations, whilst for existing installations the MSA is proposing that these regulations will start to apply as from two years following the publication of the regulations.

The installer of a new lift, machinery or pressure system is required to register the particular installation with the Consumer and Industrial Goods Directorate (CIGD) of the Malta Standards Authority (i.e. a ONE-STOP SHOP), whereas existing lifts, machinery and pressure systems shall be registered by the owner.  The person who registers will be legally responsible for the installation in question regarding the obligations imposed by the regulations.  The CIGD will issue a certificate of registration to the installer or owner including a unique registration number, on successful registration of the lift, machinery or pressure system. 

The regulations mention three types of bodies responsible for various activities, namely, the ‘Conformity Assessment Body (CAB)’, the ‘competent body’ and the ‘technically qualified person’.


	Background
	The placing on the market and the putting into service of new lifts, machinery and pressure equipment is governed respectively by the following regulations:

	1) Lifts Regulations, 2002 (L.N. 370 of 2002)

2) Machinery Regulations, 2002 (L.N. 369 of 2002)

3) Pressure Equipment Regulations, 2002 (L.N. 248 of 2002)

An “existing” lift, machinery or pressure system is one that was installed and put into service after the date of coming into force of the Lifts, Machinery and Pressure Equipment Regulations.

The proposed regulations introduce requirements for upgrading existing lift installations, machinery and pressure systems to reasonable and practicable standards of safety and to carry out periodic inspections and maintenance on all lifts, machinery and pressure systems.  
Under these regulations, the responsibilities of the owner and user are as follows:

1. The owner shall ensure that the lift, machinery or pressure system is marked with all the necessary particulars.  The owner must also ensure that the equipment is accompanied by all documentation requested by the relevant regulations.  This information must be made available to the CAB, competent body and technically qualified person.

2. The owner shall select a Conformity Assessment Body from a list of recognized CABs designated under the Method for Designating Conformity Assessment Bodies 2003 (L.N. 136 of 2003), to carry out a first “thorough examination” of the equipment in question and subsequent thorough examinations according to the regulatory intervals.  This list will be provided by the CIGD together with the certificate of registration.

A “thorough examination” is a systematic and detailed examination of the lift, machinery or pressure system compiled by a CAB.  Its aim is to detect any defects that are, or might become dangerous, and for the CAB to report them to the owner in a thorough examination report referred to in Schedule II of these regulations.

New lifts, machinery and pressure systems do not require an initial thorough examination, provided that they have been manufactured according to the pertinent regulations.  

In the case of machinery and pressure systems, the CAB may choose to draw up an examination scheme for carrying out subsequent thorough examinations, as an alternative to the regulatory intervals.  This scheme may specify intervals that are different from the regulatory periods.

3. Following the first thorough examination of the equipment, the user shall ensure that subsequent thorough examinations are carried out at the intervals specified in the regulations.

4. The user must select a competent body from an official list of recognized bodies provided by the CIGD, to carry out preventive maintenance on the equipment in question.  

5. It is the responsibility of the owner to maintain a safety file or logbook noting all repairs carried out on the equipment in question, together with a copy of the latest reports of the thorough examination and preventive inspection until the next thorough examination or preventive inspection is carried out.  


6. The owner and user must always keep the Conformity Assessment Body and competent body informed of any changes in the equipment concerned which may affect its safety.


	Who will be affected
	Installers of lifts, machinery and pressure systems; inspection bodies; maintenance companies; owners (including employers) and users of lifts, machinery and pressure systems. 

	

	What will be affected
	· Lifts, machinery and pressure systems used in a workplace; and

· Lifts, LPG installations and specified machinery installed in a domestic residence or condominium.

In particular, due to the risks involved, the regulations apply to the following machinery installed in a domestic residence or condominium:

· electric garage doors and gates; 

· stairlifts; and

· lifting platforms.



	

	Dates
	Feed back to arrive at our offices by 1st June 2005

Proposed date of coming into force is 1st January 2006 and the following regulations shall be repealed on the same day:

· Factories (Woodworking Machinery) Regulations, 1949

· The Dock Safety Regulations, 1953

· Factories (Hoists and Lifts) Regulations, 1964

· Steam and Hot Water Boilers Regulations, 1976

· Power Presses Regulations, 1984


	Contacts
	Replies / feedback to be sent to the  Consumer and Industrial Goods Directorate, Malta Standards Authority by post or e-mail –



	anthony.camilleri@msa.org.mt; linda.worley@msa.org.mt; joseph.micallef@msa.org.mt.



	WE WELCOME YOUR FEEDBACK:



	a) Are you an installer, inspection body, maintenance company, owner or user (as defined by the regulations) of a new or existing lift, machinery or pressure system?  Please identify yourself.



	b) Do you agree with the intervals for preventive inspections and maintenance of lifts, machinery and pressure systems set out in the proposed regulations?  If not, please give reasons.

     


	c) What are your views with regard to the proposed “One-Stop” registration scheme?

     


	d) Are you interested in being designated by the CIGD of the MSA as a CAB, competent body or technically qualified person.?
     


	e) What in your opinion would be the negative consequences of the proposed legislation?  Please explain.

     
     


	f) Please provide any further comments below:

     


	g) Request a “one-to-one” meeting?

                       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes             FORMCHECKBOX 
 No



	Signature  _     _________________________                                                              Date  _     ________________
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