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ICD 01/2009 – Extending the energy label to other products.
	Proposal
	The European Commission is proposing to extend the procedure for the energy 

	labelling of products which is currently set by directive 92/75/EEC to energy related products.  Energy related products are being defined as products that have an effect on energy consumption.  This will effectively widen the scope of the energy labelling system to products such as :

· Televisions;

· Water heaters;

· Electric motors;

· Commercial ovens, freezers and washing machines;

· windows

· doors

· taps / shower heads

and possibly detergents and textiles
Mandatory labelling requirements will not be set by this legislation but via implementing measures which are adopted with in the framework set by the proposed legislation.  This new labelling directive will function in parallel with the current Eco design Directive (2005/32/EC).  Implementing measures enacted under the Eco design Directive (2005/32/EC) will set the minimum energy efficiency requirements for products to be placed on the market whilst implementing measures enacted under the new labelling directive will set the means for setting up the energy label which must accompany certain products.  This does not mean that every product that is subject to an implementing measure under the Eco design Directive 2005/32/EC will be accompanied by an energy label nor vice versa.
Other points of the proposal are:

1. Manufacturers and importers are to ensure that the relevant products are supplied with the appropriate label and that the products do conform to the data shown on the label;

2. Retailers are to ensure that the label is displayed with the product;

3. Catalogues and relevant websites should communicate the label information to the potential buyer;

4. Implementing measures shall set the, minimum performance level (i.e. energy class) below which public procurement is not allowed;

5. Incentives shall not be provided to products which do not meet minimum performance levels as set out in the relevant implementing measure;

6. Only product groups that meet certain criteria may be subject to an implementing measure on energy labelling.
The text of the proposal may be found at: 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2008:0778:FIN:EN:PDF


	Background
	Directive 92/75/EC establishes a framework for the setting of energy labels for 

	[image: image1.emf]household electric refrigerators/ freezers, electric ovens, air-conditioners, lamps, dish washers, and tumble driers.  It sets the well know label found on the left.  The intention of the label is to enable consumers compare like with like and hence aid them in choosing appliances which are more energy efficient.

This label is viewed as a success story in the EU since it managed to distort the market towards the more energy efficient products.

More information may be found at:

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/efficiency/labelling/labelling_en.htm


	Who would be interested
	All economic operators that deal in products that have an impact on the use or 

	consumption of energy and water.


	Dates
	Feed back to be received by the 13th February 2009.

	

	Contacts
	Comments to be sent to the  Regulatory Affairs Directorate, Malta Standards Authority by post or e-mail –

	ecodesign.msa@msa.org.mt or joseph.micallef@msa.org.mt
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