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History

e Set up 1st February 2008

e Taken over responsiblilities previously under
the Consumer and Competition Division and
the Market Surveillance Directorate within the
Economic Policy Division

o Currently employing 5 persons
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What is Market Surveillance and Why?

Necessary

 For more confidence in the market

e Because of unfair market competition
e |Increased harmonization in Europe

e Ensure independence and comparison in control
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What is Market Surveillance and Why?

One simple task:

o -Ensure that producers and distributors
comply with their obligations
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What obligations?

Producers/Importers shall:
» place only safe products on the market

 use ‘harmonized’ standards which give
presumption of conformity

* provide relevant information to enable
consumers to assess the risks inherent in a
product

« adopt measures to enable them to be informed
of risks and take appropriate actions
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RARPEX

KEEPING EUROPEAN CONSUMERS SAFE
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What Is 1t?

« A Rapid Alert system operated by the
European Commission

o MS identifying a product posing serious
risk are bound to notify the product to other
MS

« MS are bound to take action on the products
notified.
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http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/rapex_archives en.cfm
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File Edit ‘Wiew Fawvorites Tools Help

5 Favaries |m EUROPA - Consumer Affairs - Safe Products | |

Consumer Affairs

EUROPA > European Commission > DG Health and Consumers > Consumer Affairs > Consumer Safety: Products and Contact | AZ-Index | Search | What's New? | Subscribe | Site

Strategy and programmes  Safety Rights Enforcement Redress Consumer empowerment Cosmetics Medical devices

Services > Unsafe products map | Home

RAPEX - Latest nofifications ‘ - |

RAPEX is the EU rapid alert system for all dangerous consumer products, with the exception of food,
pharmaceutical and medical devices. It allows for the rapid exchange of information between Member

States via central contact points (the National Contact Points Mpar Jand the Commission of measures E !

taken to prevent or restrict the marketing or use of products posing a serious risk to the health and safety of
consumers. Both measures ordered by national authorities and measures taken voluntarily by producers
and distributors are covered by RAPEX.

Every Friday, the Commission publishes a weekly overview of the dangerous products reported by the (l[?ﬂﬁmfmﬁgﬁim m
national authorities (the RAPEX notifications). This weekly overview gives you all information on the : . Speeches
product, the possible danger and the measures that were taken by the reporting country. { Disclaimer - Press releases
Important notice concerning re-use of RAPEX notifications ) Events
Campaigns
Publications

NEW

Key Documents

Enforcementis a top priority of the EU Consumer Policy Strategy 2007-2013. Both measures leading to RAPEX notifications and .
Consultations

measures which come to the attention of the Commission and other Member States as reactions are indications of enforcement activity
in the Member State concerned. Reports

Eurobarometers
In order to give a hetter view on the overall level of enforcement, including the follow-up activities of the national market surveillance
authorities, the Commission RAPEX team has decided to publish on the RAPEX wehsite also the names of the countries that have
found the notified product on their market and have taken appropriate measures (and have submitted a reaction to a RAPEX notification -

as aconsequence). Gt
ECC-Net

Information about the reacting countries is available in the RAPEX weekly averviews in the column ‘Products were found and measures Latest product

were taken also in". The Commission RAPEX team will publish reactions sent (from May 2009 onwards) to 2009 RAPEX notifications. warnings (RAPEX)
National consumer
organizations w
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{= EURDPA - Consumer, Affairs - Safepuarding Consumers’ Interests - Windows Internet Explorer

@E}: - |m httpe iiec, europa, eufoconsumer sfdvnalrapexcreate _rapex_search.cfm hd @ || X '?' Google
File Edit Wiew Favorites Tools  Help
‘{,} Favotites ‘EEUROPF\ - Consurmer AFFairs - Safequarding Consumet ... ‘ |
Press releases ~
Mumber of results found: 19 - Search executed on year: 2010 Events
I Campaigns
Year No. Notifying Product Danger Measures Products Bublicati
= Ref. country | (Click on the photo adopted by were ublications -
Week to enlarge) notifying found and
country | measures
were Consultations
taken also Reports
n: Eurcbarometers
2010 21 MALTA | Category: Toys Injuries Voluntary —
- 41 | 1537/10 recall from
Product: Tricycle - The product poses a risk of | consumers ADR
Tough Trikes injuries because a child can | and ECC-Net
strike, sit or fall on the corrective Latest product
Brand: Fisher Price protruding plastic ignition actions taken warnings (RAPEX)
key. by the Hational consumer
Type/number of manufacturer. organisations

model: B8775 (2005)

Description: Tricycle
for toddlers in
plastic.

Country of origin:
Mexico
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Tenders and grants

Related information

Links
News archive

Video : Keeping
European Consumers
Safe : RAPEX
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Hungary

Category: Toys
Product: Wooden
toy

Brand: Gulliver
Type/number of
model: TS14906;
124220026,
barcode: 5 999030
200274

Description:
Wooden toy set
consisting of zoo
figures (10 various
animals, & fence
elements, 1 gate
with inscription
"ZOo") inserted in a
wooden plate. The
elements are
painted, while the
wooden plate is
not. Dimension of
the wooden plate:
approximately 20 x
22x 2.2 cm.

Country of origin:
China

Choking

The product
poses a risk of
choking because
three animal
figures fit
entirely into the
small parts
cylinder.

The products do
not comply with
the Toys
Directive and
with the relevant
European
standard EN 71.

Withdrawal
from the
market and
recall from
CONsSUMers
ordered by
the
authorities.
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If In doubt contact us
WwWW.msa.org.mt

¢ Favorites (& Msa -Market Surveillance

National Market Surveillance
Programme

Pesticides Residues Monitoring
Programme
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Welcome To Market Surveillance

As of 1st February 2008, the Market Surveillance Directorate
within the Malta Standards Authority has taken over the
operations previously faling under the remit of the Consumer
and Competition Division and the Market Surveilance
Directorate within the Economic Policy Division.

What is Market Surveillance?

Market Surveillance is concerned with the safety of products
used by people during the course of their life and can be
divided into the following areas:

children (e.g. safety of toys, playground eguipment
and other items used by children)

domestic and occupational (e.g. fire safety of
glectrical appliances, safety of DIY tools and
communication equipment and safe use of domestic
chemicals, safety of lifts)

recreation (e.g. safety of engines used on
recreational craft, media equipment and equipment used
in amusement parks)

personal care (e.g. safety of cosmetics and tattoo
dyes)

industry (e.g. safety of machinery, pesticides and
fireworks)

At the moment the Directorate is undergoing a capacity
building exercise to enable it to provide a reliable service.
More on the Directorate will be given shortly,

RAPEX Contact Point

The Market Surveillance Directorate in Malta is the contact
point for RAPEX. View contacts here.

Market Surveillance - Testing Lab Video Download {,wmv)
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Thank you for your attention

Ing. Michael Cassar
Malta Standards Authority
Market Surveillance Directorate

Tel. No. 21242420
Fax 21242406
E-mail michael.cassar@msa.org.mt
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