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Market Surveillance of 
non-food products 

in Malta 
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History

• Set up 1st February 2008

• Taken over responsibilities previously under 
the Consumer and Competition Division and 
the Market Surveillance Directorate within the 
Economic Policy Division

• Currently employing 5 persons
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What is Market Surveillance and Why?

Necessary

• For more confidence in the market

• Because of unfair market competition

• Increased harmonization in Europe

• Ensure independence and comparison in control
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What is Market Surveillance and Why?

One simple task:

• Ensure that producers and distributors 
comply with their obligations
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What obligations?
Producers/Importers shall:
• place only safe products on the market

• use ‘harmonized’ standards which give 
presumption of conformity

• provide relevant information to enable 
consumers to assess the risks inherent in a 
product

• adopt measures to enable them to be informed 
of risks and take appropriate actions



Education-
October 2010



What is it?

• A Rapid Alert system operated by the 
European Commission

• MS identifying a product posing serious 
risk are bound to notify the product to other 
MS

• MS are bound to take action on the products 
notified. 
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http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/rapex_archives_en.cfm
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If in doubt contact us
www.msa.org.mt 
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Thank you for your attention
Ing. Michael Cassar

Malta Standards Authority
Market Surveillance Directorate

Tel. No. 21242420
Fax 21242406

E-mail michael.cassar@msa.org.mt


