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SPEECH BY THE HON. CHRIS SAID, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY FOR CONSUMERS,
FAIR COMPETITION, LOCAL COUNCILS AND PUBLIC DIALOGUE, DURING A BREAKFAST
SEMINAR ON HEALTH AND SAFETY IMPLICATIONS OF SPRAY PAINT TECHNOLOGY,
ORGANISED BY JOHN'S GROUP OF COMPANIES — FLORIANA - 30TH JUNE 2010

Ladies and gentleman.
Allow me to say a few words in English for the benefit of the foreign guests we have with us today.

First of all welcome to this island of ours. | sincerely hope that you enjoy your time over here and
that the setup you have created together with John’s Group of Companies will reap the desired
dividends both for yourself and for your Maltese partners.

I would like to underline the importance of standards for a small economy like ours - a small
economy which has been part of the Euro-Zone for the last 30 months or so, and which unlike most
of its counterparts has been doing reasonably well despite the prevailing negative climate out there.

In Malta we are working to promote standards in all areas, but especially to help small and medium
enterprises reduce business costs; thrive in new export markets; improve their products, services
and company know-how; attract new customers; sharpen their competitive edge; and inspire added
trust in their business.

Standards also allow SMEs to draw from peer knowledge. They facilitate compliance with
regulations; help SMEs disseminate and promote innovation, whilst making their products
compatible; improve product safety; and monitor their risk management. Above all, standards help
SMEs become more sustainable and improve their chances of success. All businesses can benefit
from standards, from small local companies to global heavyweights.

As the Parliamentary Secretary responsible for both Standards and Consumers, | want to see the
standardization system in Malta protect the safety and health of the citizen; inspire confidence;
integrate sustainability and ensure accessibility.

In order for this to be possible, we need to keep stressing the fact that standards are not only
relevant to large, established businesses; that standards are not only applicable to products, and
that everybody has a say in drafting standards. We need to show how finding the most appropriate
standard is not an arduous task, and introducing a new standard is not an incredible feat. Above all
we need to keep emphasizing that standards do not inhibit innovation but — on the contrary - they
trigger it. We need to nurture the idea that standards allow us to enjoy a better quality of life.

I will now switch to our mother tongue.

ll-konsumatur Malti hu protett minn madwar 20,000 standard li hafna minnhom tfasslu fl-Ewropa u
kienu addottati minn pajjizna. Tnax-il standard iehor tfasslu mill-esperti mgabbda mill-Awtorita’
Maltija ghall-Istandards. Is-sena |i ghaddiet il-MSA harget standard dwar id-distribuzzjoni tal-halib u
iehor dwar ir-remote gaming.

L-aktar standard li jinteressa lilkom hu I-MSA 1400 (elf u erba’ mija). Ix-xahar li ghadda ipprezentaijt
dan i¢-cCertifikat lis-Sur George Farrugia bhala rapprezentant ta’ John’s Auto Care — u dan bhala
parti mill-process ta’ ri-evalwazzjoni li ghamlet il-kumapanija. Dan I-istandard dwar it-tiswijiet tal-
vetturi jaghmel enfasi kbira fuq it-tmexxija professjonali ta’ garaxx bhal ma ghandhom John’s
Garage. Jenfasizza wkoll l-importanza li t-tiswijiet fuq il-vetturi ghandhom isiru minn haddiema tas-
sengha, kompetenti, li jkunu jafu x'inhuma jaghmlu u jkunu jafu kif juzaw |-ghodda u l-apparat
mehtieg. L-istess haddiema ghandhom ikunu konxji ta’ x’'inhu mistenni minnhom biex jipprotegu
kemm lilhom infushom kif ukoll lil ta> madwarhom. Is-sahha u s-sigurta’ fuq il-post tax-xoghol illum
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saru essenzjali fuqg kull lant.

L-istandard MSA 1400 (elf u erba’ mija) tfassal mill-Awtorita’ Maltija ghall-Istandards
b’kollaborazzjoni mal-Malta Insurance Association u mal-GRTU. Aktar minn 240 (mitejn u erbghin)
garaxx f'pajjizna kisbu dan i¢-Certifikat u I-uffi¢jali tal-MSA Ii jaghmlu Zjarat regolari fuq il-lant tax-
xoghol ged jaraw titjib kostanti u regolari. Dan kollu jurina li ghalkemm I-istandards m’huma imposti
fug hadd, kulhadd ged jinduna li huma essenzjali fgieh servizz professjonali u biex il-klienti jingdew
bl-ahjar mod possibbli.

L-istandards huma wkoll importanti f'dak li nsejhu ‘de-regulation’ — jigifieri meta I-Gvern ma jibgax
johrog ligijiet godda izda I-istandards jithejjew u jkunu implimentati bil-kunsens ta dawk involuti. Dan
se nkunu ged narawh isehh ix-xahar id-diehel hekk kif I-Awtorita Maltija ghall-Istandards se tohrog
gwida teknika fuq l-igjene ghall-bejjiegha tal-hut. Din il-gwida, jew standard, tfassal b’konsultazzjoni
u bi ftehim mal-bejjiegha tal-hut infushom u mad-Dipartiment tas-Sanita’.

L-istandards huma element importanti ghall-harsien tal-konsumatur. Fi Frar li ghadda id-Divizjoni tal
Konsumatur u I-Kompetitivita u |I-Awtorita’ Maltija ghall-Istandards ghaddew taht ir-responsabbilta’
tieghi. Bhalissa qed nahdmu biex f'qasir zmien inwelldu entita’ gdida li xoghlha se jkun li tassigura
kompetizzjoni dusta u li thares I-interessi u d-drittijiet tal-konsumatur. L-intenzjoni tal Gvern hi li din
[-entita tibda tiffunzjona lejn tmiem din is-sena wara perjodu ta’ konsultazjoni ma dawk kollha
interessati kif wkoll wara li nressqui ligi fil-Parlament.

ll-politika tal-Gvern fdan il-qasam hija ¢ara u kienet dikjarata fil-budget ghal din is-sena. Jinhtieg
nassiguraw, aktar milli konna naghmlu sa issa, li I-konsumatur jiehu l-aqwa servizz ghal dak li jkun
hallas ghalih. Kif forsi smajtu, bhalissa |-Gvern jinsab fdiskussjonijiet mal-importaturi u mal-
manifatturi tal-medicini bl-ghan ahhari jkun propju dan - li I-prezzijiet tal-medicini fpajjizna ma
jibgghux gholjin izda jorhsu u jinzlu flivelli gusti u accettabbli. Minn dan il-process ghandhom
igawdu kemm il-konsumaturi kif ukoll I-importaturi nfushom.

L-istandards ghandhom rwol importanti wkoll fil-harsien tas-sahha u s-sigurta’. Fil-kaz ta’ John’s
Auto Care - il-booths il-godda li fihom il-karozzi jinghataw l-ispray, u li kienu installati fil-gimghat li
ghaddew, huma konformi ma’ standard Ewropew — I-MSA EN 12215.

Gejt mgharraf li I-Awtorita’ Maltija ghall-Istandards kienet involuta fit-thejjija ta ' dan Il-istandard
Ewropew u bhal ma jigri meta I-Kummissjoni Ewropea taghti mandat liil CEN u CENELEC biex
jippreparaw standards Ewropej, dawn gew trasposti bhala standards nazzjonali u xi whud minnhom
sahansitra kienu tradotti ghall- Malti.

Fil-qasam regolatorju, sabiex jitnaggsu emissjonijiet ta' solventi organi¢i minn sorsi stazzjonariji
kummerc¢jali u industrijali, aktar kmieni din is-sena kien ippubblikat I-Avviz Legali 251 tal-2010 bit-
titolu - Limitazzjonijiet ta’ 'Emissjonijiet ta ' Komposti Organici Volatili’. Dan |-avviz legali li emenda I-
Avviz Legali prec¢edenti - 78 tal-2006 — jindirizza zebgha, lostri u prodotti |i jillostraw vetturi u
jintroduci sanzjonijiet ghal dawk li jgeghdu fis-suq prodotti li m’humiex konformi mar-regolamenti .

Minhabba I-karatteristi¢ci taghhom, |-uzu ta’ solventi VOC f¢erti stallazzjonijiet jaghtu lok ghal
emissjonijiet ta’ komposti organici li jikkontribwixxu hafna ghall-bidla fil-klima u jikkawzaw hsara lir-
rizorsi naturali u lill-bniedem. L-Awtorita Maltija ghall-Istandards u I-MEPA diga bdew jissorveljaw is-
suq biex jassiguraw li ged jintuzaw prodotti li huma konformi mar-regolamenti biss.

Fl-ahharnett, naghlag billi nifrah lil John’s Auto Care ghall-investiment gdid li ghamlu, ghall-
avveniment tal-lum, kif ukoll ghall-intrapriza I-gdida taghhom.
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